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Robots in the Army

The U5, Army, in conjunction with
Foster-Miller Inc. of Waltham, Mass.,

Vihicles (LAWY and robotic crancs.
Platt deseribed the development of

i5 developing Unmanned Ground SWORDS, a small {roughly 180
Vehicles (robots) that could  pound) motorized vehicle on treads,
change the nature of com-  The vehicle includes a camera and is
bat operations. On Febru-  controlled by remote control. It can be

ary 23™ two of the systems  putfitted with light antitank weapons,
designers, Barbara Machak 40 millimeter grenades, and small
and David Platt, visited S5F  arms. The weapon fires only when
with one of the robots fora the human operator, looking through

demonstration. Called the the camera, activates the triggering
Special Weapons Observa-  mechanism. Testing has gone well,
tion Reconnaissance Detec-  with the robot finng with accuracy
tion System (SWORDS), exceeding human capability at up

to 300 meters. SWORDS is
small enough to be carried
ot the hood of a hummer or
dropped off by a UAV. The
ARDEC gucsts demonstrated
the robot’s functions by driv-
ing the {unarmed) SWORDS

the robot is being
developed at the LS.
Army's Armament
Research, Devel-
opment, and En-
gincering Cen-
ter {ARDEC).

Machak reviewed unit drove slowly through the confer-
other ARDEC pro- ence room, rotating its fureet, and

grams, including transmitting images of attendees onto

coilless guns, tactical 5 computer screen,
Linmanned Aerial



SSP Examines
Biosecurity Issues

The Security Studies Program is
co-sponsoning a new faculty semi-
nar senes on “Blosecurity”™ with
the Committee on International
security Studies of the Amen-
can Academy of Arts and
Sciences and Alice P, Gast, the
Vice President for Rescarch at
MIT. Funded by a grant from the
Carnegic Corporation, the purpose of
this invitation-only series is to bring
international security specialists and
the life sciences research community
together to examine the potential
threat and research policy implica-
tions of biological weapons and
bioterrorism. The inaugural ses-
sion on March 7" will feature
D, Lawrence [, Kerr, Assis-
tant Director for Homeland
Security, Office of Science
and Technology Policy, Ex-
ecutive Office of the Presi-
dent. For more information,
contact S5P Aszistant Director
Magdalena Kieb at mriebi@mit.edu.

All Aboard the
USNS Charlion

Omn February 4", thirteen Security Smud-
ies Program affiliates enjoyed a tour
of the USNS Charlton (T-AKR 314),
currently undergoing renovation and
repair in the Boston Shipyard.

USHS Charlton 1s one of the
Military Sealiflt Command (MSC)'s

newest large, medinm-speed, roll-
on/roll-oft (LM35R) ships. A Watson
Class LMSR, she was delivered to
the United States Navy in 2000 and iz
one of 19 LMSRs currently in service.
Each ship in this class is an impressive
950 feet long and displaces 62,644
tons when the cargo held of 394,000
square feet is fully loaded. Powered
by two General Electric LM25000 pas
turbine enpines, Watson Class LMSRs
are capable of cruising at 24 knots
(27.6 mph).

The MSC Prepositioning Pro-
gram manages a Combat Prepo-
siioning Foree that supports the
LIS, Army, a Maritime Preposition-
ing Force that supports the U5,
Marine Corps, and a Logistics Prepo-

sitioming Force that supports the
LLS, Navy, the ULS, Air
Force and the

Defense
Logistics
Agency, LM-
SRz make up a large

part of the 36-ship Mantime
Preposition Force (MPF) stationed
around the world in areas of interest
that include the Mediterranean Sea,
the Pacific Ocean and the Indian
Oeean. The MPF expands the nation’






