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Presidents of the AGS ingitutions and, as| once heard Congresswoman Bella Abzug
introduce a spesch at the World Bank, ther distinguished members of an endangered speciesQ
Theinvitation for me to speak today QurgedOme to be Gis provocative as possible, to stimulate
origind and critical thinkingCQon the subject of research universities contributing to more
effective interactionswith sodal sectorsin order to promote rapid and equitable trangtionsto
sugainable development.

First, my congratulationsto the Alliance for Globd Sugainability for your extensve
achievements arising out of your collaboration ove these severa years, al asreflected in reports
tha the V. Kann Rasmussen Founddion has received fromtime to time,

Second, my congatulationsto MIT for the progressit is making in the environmental
field. The Sugdainable Endowments Ingitute (see www.endowmentingitute.org), anew
organization which we suppot, has prepared the College Sudainability Report Card 2008,giving
grades to universities, notin connection with ther academic focus but rather asinditutions
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throughthelensof sudainability. MIT did very well, achievingaB+. MIT received an A for
Green Building, reflecting its policy that all new buildingsand major renovaionsmus meet or
exceed LEED silver standads But current Silver standards are not demanding enough,and the
very new Qhame architectObuilding in which we are meeting is notamodd of energy efficiency;
infact, it isan Genergy pigO MIT also received an A in Climate Changeand Energy, reflecting
your energy congervation, behavioral changecampaigns and other extensve programs, but
much of thoe are on thedrawing boads and MIT has alongway to goto Qvalk thetalkOon
achieving theenergy efficiendestha are clearly available. | would suggest a grade of
Oncomplete.O

Mindy Lubbe, president of Ceres (www.ceres.org), ison this pand, and Ceres has made
a hugeimpact ontheinvesting community of thisworld, which is pushing the corporate world to
respondto climate change But, | would note tha the endowments of mog universities are not
paticipaingin this effort. Rather, it isbangled by major reinsurance companies and the public
pensonfunds Infact, the College Sugdainability Report Card gives MIT agradeof F in the
category of Endowment Trangparency as the Inditute does not disclose its endowment holdings
or its shareholder voting record.

As undegraduae and graduae students become more active in pudhing ther universities
to Qvalk thetalkQ | would nate another resource in addition to the College Sustainability Report
Card 2008. Please see the Nationd Wildlife Federation@new publication Higher Education in a
Warming World, which provides many case studies for climate leadership on campus(see
www.nwf.org).

The AGS 1999Sdlf Evaluaion reflected two significant comments of AGS boad

members which were quoted: Ot is necessary to fundamentally rethink how universities with the
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princdpd objectives of research and education can advance indugry-academia collaborationin a
sugaineble mannea.O And Gnore needsto be doneto publicize thework . . . to broaden thefocus
of studies, and to achieve more integrated studies.O

When the V. Kann Rasmussen Foundaion renewed its grant to the Alliance for Globd
Sudainability, our June8, 2000l etter stated: Orhe Founddion shares the bdiefs expressed at the
Januay 2000meetingsin Cambridgeof the AGS tha it isimportant for AGS, over thenext five
years to make significant progress in “trandating knowledgeinto action @ Noting that the three
AGS inditutionshad acknowedged theimportance of outreach beyondtheinditutions ourletter
stated that Qve look to MIT for leadership in the AGS in addressing this god.O

| donotbdievetha MIT and the AGS have accomplished as much as we had hoped in
influendng sectors outside theingitutionsin order to achieve a sugainable world. This
demondrates jug how difficult trandormationd changeis, both within great technological
ingitutions aswell asin sodety at large | bdieve research universities mus do much moreto
educate other sectors aboutclimate changeand other key environmental problems, to paticipae
in developing an undestanding of the solutionstha are available, and to encourage
implementation in time for effectiveness. Thisisnot an easy god, as universities, highly
structured by discipline and department, for themog part resist such engagement, arguing tha
thar roleisto doresearch, train the next generation of educated leaders, and basically, leave it at
thd.

At the AGS annud meeting here three years ago, (March 20,2005) MIT President
Charles Vest stated in hiskey andysis of AGSGmpact beyondits own patners:

Ondeed, in many ways there has been atenson all alongthrough
thefirst decade of the AGS, atengon between whether our

ultimate role should be as a university aliance for research and
education, or whether we should bemore of avoice and a catalyst
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for theglobd sugainability movement. Andsincethisisa
persond reflection, | haveto say right up frontthat | have tended
to bemorein thefirst camp, if youwill, namely that we should
focusonwha we do best, which isresearch and education. But
thisis something tha needsto becontinudly rethoughtas we go
forward.O
The Octobe 2006MIT report for the Alliance to theV. Kann Rasmussen Founddion for
thepeaiod 2001D2005 stated tha:
Ot isgeneraly agreed, however, tha broader outreach and greater

impact are desirable, and discussionsare ongoing as to how to best
accomplish tha god.O

In tha same speech, President Vest stated:

OAnd | bdieve tha we need . . . to do abetter job of applying )
sugainability conoepts effectively in ouringitutiond opeaationsO

Let me giveyou acouple of examples. Other universities have created |oan funds made
available to departments and schools for investment in energy-saving, emission-reduang and
other environmental stepstha, in fact, will save money, and provide a postive return onthe
investment to theloan fund,whether drawn from the endowment or other assets.

| wasintrigued tha President Hockfield informed usin her welcoming speech this
morning that Audralia has banned all incandescent lightbulbs So my questionis, when will
MIT dotha?

| would note tha students of MIT have been successful in letting theworld know of their
interest and progressin thisfield, as publicized by Tom Friedman in his New York Times column
of December 2, 2007. He had met with members of the MIT Energy Club and a group launching
the Vehicle Design Summit. Their god (vdsmit.edu) is Qo identify the key characteristics of
events like therace to the moonand then transpose this energy, passion, focusand urgencyOon

catalyzing aglobd team to build aclean car. Friedman notes with enthusasm ther tag line Qe
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are the people we have been waiting for.O And | ask, QAre you the universities they have been
waiting for?0

ETH spon®red a July 2007 conference in Zurich for the Internaiond Sugainable
CampusNetwork, a collaborationto promote the development of sudainable practicesin the
design and management of university campuses. Thisis quintessentially a subject onwhich we
would hopethe AGS partners collaborate, and bring ther learning to other universities. And
advice within academia should not be susceptible to the charge of being imprope advocacy.

President Hockfield, in her inaugural address as President of MIT reviewed several major
godsfor thelnditute and said: "A secondgreat opportunity and a great obligaion, isour
ingitutiond responsbility to address the chdlenges of energy andtheenvironment . . . thetime
for that progressisnow. | bdievetha the county and theworld may findly beready to focus
onthese matters serioudy. Agan, it isour responsbility to lead in thismission."

This morning, President Hockfield noted theimmense trangormation in awareness of the
climate changeissue ove the past ten years and stated that we need a naiond debae on
sugainability. Shecalled for leadership to elevate the public debate, tell thetruth aboutthe
technological possibilities, and explain thefundamental pathways tha get to the scale and speed
tha are necessary. | chdlengeMIT to play an active role in that debae and provide leadership,
and notjug cal forit.

Stephen Viederman, former President of the Jessie Smith Noyes Founddion, speaking on
the subject GCan the Universities Contribute to Sugtainability?0in Octobe 2003,quokd
President Derek Bok, of Harvard University as sayingin 1992:

QArmed with the security of tenure and time to study theworld
with care, professors would appear to have a unique oppotunity to

act as sodety@ scouts to signd impending problems long before
they arevisibleto otheas. Yet rarely have membes of the
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academy succeeded in discovering emerging issues and bringing
them vividly to the pudic@ attention. What Rachd Carson did for
risks to the environrment, Ralph Nader for consumer protection,
Michael Harrington for problems of povety, Betty Friedan for
women@ rights, they did asindgendent critics, nat as members of
afaculty. Universitieswill usudly continueto respondweakly
unless outside suppot is available and the subject involved
command prestigein academic circles.O

There are very few public intellectud voices who try to engagethe public on serious
science and technology issues. Vice President Gore has transcended his political history and has
achieved deserved statusfor hisrole in raising the congiousess of theworld to climate change
Our keynote speaker today, R.K. Pachauri, isthat rare scientist and leader of an ingitutionwho
has led the IPCC s0 effectively asto share theNobel Peace Prize with Mr. Gore. Perhgpsthe
Nobd Committee is reflecting our need for ingitutiond leaders to serve as public intellectuds
seeking to provide leadership to aworld that gesit too infrequently fromits political leaders. |
hopetha theleaders of the AGS and other great ingtitutionswill speak out more on critical
issues facing theworld.

| fully understand the aversion of universities to GdvocacyOas going way beyond
academic research and teaching into themessy world of policy and politics. While individud
professors are of course free to articulate postions they are often reluctant to do so, even after
obtaining tenure, as mog professors continuethe style tha brough them promotion. Certainly
James Hansen (Columbia), JohnHoldren (Harvard), Gus Speth (Yale) and other mgjor figures at
prominent universities have spoken out, but| bdieve we need the prestige and power of great
universities and ther leaders onthelinetoo.

Further, GadvocacyOto many meanstaking unresearched or unqudified postionsonan
issue Butwha istheexcuse when a postionis based on careful, sound,research and andysis?

Why shouldn®MIT and AGS, based ontheir hard research, take postionspublicly onissues

US1DOCS 6531516v2



such asthefully-loaded environmental cos and impact of varioushbiofuds, advise asto
scientific, technological and policy aternatives, and provide meaningful advice to the public and
policy makers? Thisis particularly needed now, at atime when politiciansand themedia are
genedly pootly informed, even ignarant, of science and technology.

| recognize that thedisciplinary peer-reviewed system has kept qudity at research
universities high, buttheusud university structure thwarts interdisciplinary work, especially
between science and technology on onehand and management, policy, sodal sciences andthe
humanities onthe other. JohnHoldren, in his presidential address at the AAAS (American
Assodation for the Advancement of Science) oneyear ago stated that Gypplied, interdisciplinary,
and integrative work by indvidud scientists and technologists and by teams is not necessarily
less rigorous less demanding, or less worthy of recognition Band certainly notless valuable to
sodety Bthan work that is narrower or @urerQOl know that MIT has succeeded in integrating
indugria ecology into the engineering curriculum, and MIT is probably more cross-disciplinary
than mog universities. Perhapsthegreat inditutionstha make up AGS can provideleadership
in seeking pathways to cross these boundaies.

It is notclear to me, astrugee of afoundaion tha has fundel seven research universities,
tha the current inditutiond structure permits them to play as meaningful arole as| would hope
they, you, could do. | fear tha great research universities are so satisfied with ther past success,
thar prestige and power, tha they may not be willing to make the structural changes necessary
to respondon atimely basis to congant changein ourincreasingly complex world.

You are al familiar with the history of the New Deal, which required new government
agendes and structures to be created, in order to avoid the static approach to new problems from

existing government departments. Can universities restructure to respondto new needs?
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At ArizonaState University, President Michagl Crow has led the creation of more than
twelve interdisciplinary schoolsin thelast five years, reflecting the need for new structuresto
respondto new problems and chdlenges. Do other universities have to do the same thing? If
not, wha are the differences tha make new organizationd structure unnecessary?

We all recognize the great success of the IPCC, which has developed over atwenty year
period to become an effective and important internationd science alliance with recognized
authority. Obvioudy, many individud scientists assodated with major research inditutionswere
involved in thelPCC process. Did research universities play amajor role in the creation,
development and success of the IPCC? Could they have? Do universities have aleadership role
to play ontheworld stage collaborating to organize and carry out such significant science
research? And, dothey, you, have amoral responsbility to do so?

Wha are thebariersto individud research university presidents, or even better, several
actingjointly, providing the kind of warningsto the world on climate changeor other dange's
tha are the subject of scientific knowledge tha were ddivered by Dr. Pachauri or Mr. Gore? If
the AGSredlly bdievesthat creating a sugainable world is an imperative for the continuaion of
human experience as we know it on our endangered plang beyond a hunded years from now
(perhgpsthelifetime of a granddild of someonein thisroom), wha prevents leaders of our
greatest research ingitutionsplaying therole of public and civic leadership at atime when, in so
much of theworld, govenmental leadership is focused only onthe short-term? Wha
responsbility do the AGS and other great research inditutionshave to truly engagetheoutside
world, inform on the depth of problems, collaborate or developing alternative solutions and play

amore meaningful role in thesodety than you presently do?
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| suggest that sodetal needsrequire greater Girategic engagementOby which universities
step over the bounday of academic tradition, because your advice and guidance is needed, and
you have legitimacy, so longas you utilize and rely on your expertise and researched
condusons Thisworld needsagreat deal of leadership and universities can provide much of
tha, and | hopethe AGS and MIT can take thelead in changing the equaion of university

involvement in society.
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